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"Let the Asians fight the Asians". This is the policy which 
American imperialism used in its confrontation with the 
people of Indo-China and especially with the people of 
Vietnam. It has worked on the implementation of this policy 
with the Vietnamese under the slogan of Vietnam V. Vietnam 
war, which means the fighting of the Vietnamese by the 
Vietnamese themselves. 

This was one of the most important policies on which 
British imperialism depended in its confrontation with the 
people of Oman and its armed revolution. 



How was this policy implemented: 

In the period of growth of the armed revolution in the 
Southern Region of Oman and during the escalation of the 
struggle between the Omani people with his national armed 
forces on one side and the British imperialism with its 
reactionary agents in the area on the other, and during the 
period of the spread of the revolution and its influences on the 
whole arena of Oman and the Gulf; British imperialism in an 
attempt to protect both its interests and those of its imperia- 
list allies found itself forced to make new political arrange- 
ments in Oman, by which measures it could face the armed 
revolution and the growing tide of the national movement of 
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necessity of watching this new transformation in the body and 
the order of the society, and also of the importance of our 
understanding of all its dimensions and influences on the 
society and the revolution, yet setting from this simple 
analytical base we see ourselves faced with the obligation of 
analyzing the phenomenon of the appearance of the tribal 
groups in Dhofar - which they call the national groups - and 
of understanding the real dimensions of these groups, to throw 
some light on them in order to understand how they are 
structured, the elements of conflict and contradiction among 
them and' the degree of both agreement and disagreement 
between them and those who have found them, and the aim to 
which all these groups look for. 

The British policy in the regionalization of the war in 

Oman: ... , , 

The British imperialism knew better than we did that by 
implementing this new policy it will cut a big cleft in the body 
of the revolution, and this understanding is not the outcome 
of imaginary and moody expectation but was rather reached 
through an objective analysis of our existing society, its 
structure and the whole of its internal economic and social 
relations. Depending on this basis and after it had brought out 
to the world its new regime in Muscat, Britain started to 
implement the American policy which was used in Vietnam on 
the Omani arena, and so followed two ways to achieve this 

aim: 

1 - The policy of forming an army from among the people 
of Oman itself after it had been in the past a mixture of 
foreign mercenaries most of whom were from Bengladesh, 
India and Pakistan. This new policy conformed with the slogan 
raised by Qabus of "building a national Omani army." 

2 _ The commencement in creating an armed tribal body 
from among the people of Dhofar. 

With regard to the first policy British intelligence systems in 
collaboration with the existing regime of Muscat started wide 
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communications with the sheikhs of the various tribes all over 
Oman, and especially in the hinterlands to have their sons join 
the armed forces of the Sultan, and many temptations were 
made to convince them to do so. 

The fate of this policy: 

This policy had no chance to see the light, for the majority 
of Sheikhs of inland Oman objected to it, and refused that, 
their sons join the armed forces of the Sultan. We will mention 
some of the many reasons for the failure of this British 
attempt: 

1 — Oman as any other society of slavery and feudalism 
has a body weakened by the existing contradictions, as it lives 
in a permanent state of conflicts and fights among the 
different tribes found in it, and these same tribal struggles 
were present between Bou Said family and other tribes, and 
when Bou Said family came to seize power in Oman, it 
persecuted other tribes and during that period a chain of wars 
! had ensued \ between the ruling tribe and many other different 
tribes in .Oman. And as the economic developments which 
could break down the existing tribal structure in inland Oman, 
had not yet resulted in any reform, so hatred, grudges and 
elements of contradiction and conflicts existed between the 
majority of these tribes and the ruling family of Bou Sard. 

2 — British colonialism has been present in -Oman for more 
than one century and a half, and during all that period Britain 
has always been the strong ally of Bou Sai'd family, helped it 
in its fights and would force the other tribes to follow and 
surrender to this family, using all means of suppression and 
persecution to have the tribes kneel in front of their ally Bou 
Said family, and it is from then that hatred has grown within 
most of the Omani tribes against the British and Bou Said 
family. 

The war of 1957-1959 broke headed by Al Emama which 
was the strongest tribe in Oman. It was representing the 
aspirations of most of the Omani tribes to rid themselves from 
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the ruling family Bou Said. This war brought Bou Said family 
and Britain closer and strengthened their intimate relationship 
for the purpose of satisfying their own ambitions. So Britain 
launched a wide cruel war against all the revolutionary tribes 
led by Al Emama. It used in this war all means of annihilation 
and destruction, committed terrible crimes against the Omani 
people, as villages were destroyed/thousands of people killed, 
and the dignity and honour of these tribes violated. They also 
confiscated a large part of the lands of the people and stole 
their goods. Inspite of the victory that the British and Bou 
Said family have achieved, the war resulted in a growing 
hatred that went deeper and deeper in the hearts of the Omani 
people represented by its different tribes, a hatred that was 
felt by the British and their ally Bou Said family. So in Dhofar 
in the year 1965 an armed revolution started against the 
British and Bou Said family and most of the tribes of Oman 
agreed on the same aim "without meeting" which was of 
expelling the British from Oman and overcoming Bou Said 
family. The revolution began to exert its influence on these 
tribes and the national spirit spread among them so they were 
linked with the armed revolution by a mutual aim. Then there 
was the armed upheaval of 12 June in inland Oman, which 
further spread and deepened the national spirit among the 
people of Oman. All of these reasons have highlighted the 
conflict between the tribes on one side and the British with 
Bou Said family on the other, and thus the tribal struggle was 
intermingled with the national struggle against their enemies. 
These reasons which we have mentioned were the main factor 
in the failure of the first attempts of the British policy to 
enroll the youths of the Omani tribes in the army of the 
Sultan, and what made things worse was that some Jordanian 
and Iranian forces and more foreign mercenaries entered Oman 
to help the Sultan in his fights. This has proved to the Sheikhs 
that Qabus was a traitor to his own people on whom he has 
brought an annihilating war especially on those of Dhofar. 
Though this British policy of the regionalization of the war in 



Oman did not succeed in its first attempts, yet it did not stop; 
the British from inventing new ways and looking for another 
idea which would serve as the starting point for the same, 
concept i.e. the regionalization of the war in Oman, and havej 
the people of Oman fight each other. Failing on a large scale; 
they moved to the implementation of this policy in the region! 
of Dhofar itself, to let the people of Dhofar fight each other,! 
and on this basis the British circles together with their agent, 
regime in Muscat started to lay much emphasis on their second; 
idea of creating the nucleus of the tribal groups in Dhofar. 



I 



The appearance of the tribal groups in Dhofar: 



The new British policy began on 23rd July 1970, when Saicj 
Ben Teimor was replaced by Qabus who brought along with him 
a new programme of a seemingly reforming nature, and this has 
made a strong influence on the whole body of the revolution 
and society in the region of Dhofar. This new policy resulted 
in the appearance of a split movement inside the revolution on 
12 September 1970, that is almost after one month and 
twenty days since Qabus came to power. This split movement 
believed that there was no reason to continue the revolution as 
Said Ben Teimor was removed, and Qabus with his new 
programmes and slogans is in agreement with their policy, 
These political intentions of the split movement have shown u< 
a question of, great importance, which is that the nationa 
motive was not strong enough in the hearts of many fighters! 
when they originally joined the revolution, the feeling o 
hatred for the British presence in Oman was much less tha 
that same feeling for Said Ben Teimor, they looked to th 
British presence mainly through Sai'd Ben Teimor and once h^ 
was removed they felt that their fiery arrow has hit the heart] 
of their main enemy oblivious that their real enemy was th 
British presence in Oman and that Said Ben Teimor was onl 
one of the many dummies which Britain could easily replace as 
it appointed Qabus a new governor. Though the split movei 
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ment of 12 September 1970 did not achieve its goals at that 
time, yet it has opened a deep wound in the body of the 
revolution which is still bleeding to this very day, and from 
that date the first nucleus of the tribal groups in Dhofar has 
been formed. 

During the period of the escalation of struggle between the 
armed revolution and the people on the one hand and the 
British with the regime of Qabus on the other, and while the 
new regime continued to pursue its new policies and program- 
mes, the revolution was then unable to understand the dimen- 
sions of this new political change and its dangers, and also 
could not then discover new ways and means to face this 
policy and its programme. During that period groups of 
fighters and also groups of people from the countryside of 
Dhofar began to quit the revolution and abandon the country- 
side to join the enemy, and it was these same people who 
became the basis in the formation of the tribal groups. The 
policy of the regionalization of the war in Dhofar is not only 
of a purely political nature, it rather has both a political and 
social nature throughout the whole of Oman and especially in 
Dhofar, and from among the aims of this new policy we 
mention: 

— Building a military force from among the people of 
Dhofar, and this force will be the spearhead in the confron- 
tation with the armed revolution of Dhofar. 

— Preparing this new armed force in accordance with the 
imperialist policy and its agents so that it will be able to 
handle a self-government in Dhofar or even create an indepen- 
dent state separate from the mother country of Oman should 
the imperialist interests necessitate it. 

— Organizaing a local intelligence system among the 
people. 

— Planting and spreading the feeling of hatred and animo- 
sity among the Omani people against each other and creating 
divisions among them, thus finding more than one Omani 
reactionary axis which could be easily manipulated by imperia- 
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lism against the others when the need arises. 

— Maintaining the tribal structure in the area in a certain 
way as will suit the imperialist policy and its agents. 

In order to get to the results which these groups backed by 
the imperialist policy have come to, we must first understand 
the tribal divisions in the region of Dhofar and especially in 
the countryside where these tribal groups are formed, and also 
to. study the influence of the revolution on this countryside, 

The countryside of the region of Dhofar is divided into 
three main areas: Eastern, Central, Western and the fourth area 
is the desert. In each area live a number of tribes, and every 
tribe has its own piece of land with its animals, pastures and 
sources of water, and it is prohibited for one tribe to use land, 
animals or water supplies of another one. But different tribes 
always engage in terrible fights over these sources of living, 
feuds ensue and a large number of their people get killed. More 
than that, the same tribe sometimes is subdivided into smaller 
groups which will also fight among themselves for the same 
reasons afore mentioned. 

After the start of the Revolution on 9 June 1965, it has 
worked hard for many years in order to succeed in the 
handling of the tribal situation, which it could transform to 
the advantage of the revolution and the people; and this was 
done by numerous ways of which we state: 

1 —Spread national consciousness among the tribes and 
draw their attention to the real enemies of the people — the 
British and Bou Said family. 

2 — Exert an influence on the members of the tribes and 
have them join the Popular Liberation Army, thus diverting 
their tribal loyalty into a loyalty to the Revolution and the 
country. 

3 — End the tribal ownership of land, water and places of 
dwelling; and by this policy the Revolution could destroy the 
roots that lie under the tribal feuds among the people in the 
countryside of this region. 

This policy had a definite positive influence on the body of 
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the Revolution, empowered its abilitfes, so that it escalated its 
struggle against the enemies of the people and the country. 
But British imperialists fearing the increasing strength of the 
Revolution and the developments it could bring on the whole 
area, had to resort to a new policy which resulted in the 
expulsion of Said Ben Teimor and his replacement by Qabus 
who soon held up his slogans of reformation, democracy and 
the development of the country. 

In order to face the armed revolution in Dhofar, Britain and 
its new agent had to: 

1 - Launch a vast annihilating war against the people of the 
countryside, destroying and burning everything: human beings 

— animals — water supplies and pastures. 

2 - Tighten the economic siege on the people of the 
countryside so they could not get the necessary foodstuffs 
from the cities. 

3 — Stop the simple economic exchange that was present 
between the people of the countryside and the inhabitants of 
the cities. 

4 - Put forth the idea of Dhofar for the people of Dhofar, 
which the enemy used to stir the regional ambition of these 
people to create an independent state. 

And in order to ensure the success of this criminal policy, 
British imperialism with the help of its agent regime in Muscat 
made every effort by all possible means to influence increasing 
groups from among the people of Dhofar and from other 
tribes in the countryside no matter whether they were mem- 
bers of the Revolution or just ordinary citizens even from 
outside the region, and would convince them of this new 
policy and then arrange them in tribal groups according to 
which tribes they belong. Then the groups were distributed in 
accordance with their previous tribal areas, and each group was 
given a specific assignment represented in the following: 

1 - Fighting for the restoration of their areas from the 
hands of the Revolution, and thus regaining their ownerships. 

2 -Proceeding in fighting the Popular Liberation Army 
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and the Popular Militia. 

3 - Exerting an influence on the people who belong to 
their tribes and who are still with the Revolution. 

4 - Putting a pressure on their families, and moving them 
to the areas which lie under the control of the imperialist and 
reactionary authorities. 

And in return for these tasks the imperialist and reactionary 
authorities introduced some improvements in every tribal area 
like supplying the people of these areas with food for free, 
drilling some wells to get more water and opening roads for 
transportation. This policy has been used as a general rule with 
all tribes, and besides that every group had its special position 
with the imperialist and reactionary authorities depending on 
the degree of its loyalty to these authorities, on its size and 
influence. For example the group of Al Ma'ashni had more 
privileges than all of the others due to the following reasons: 

1 - This tribe was one of the biggest tribes in Dhofar, 

2 - This tribe lived in one of the largest area, the Eastern 
area. 

3_7he mother of agent Qabus comes from this tribe. 
These privileges would not stop on the outside boundaries of 
the group, but would penetrate deeper into. There would be 
special benefits given to each member according to his loyalty, 
influence and faithfulness to the authority, so the members of 
the same group are not all treated equally. For example the 
leader of the group and the informers are the lucky ones 
getting extra privileges and donations. 

In the four areas from which the tribal groups are formed 
(the imperialist and reactionary authorities gave them. the 
name of the national groups) many groups are found — even in 
one area we have more than one group, depending on the 
number of the tribes in that area. For example in the Eastern 
Area there are three groups: 

1 - The group of Ma'ashni family 

2 - The group of Al Omari (referring to the tribe of Omar 
family). 






3 - The group of Al Mahra. 

And this is the same with other groups. These tribal groups 
are made up of members from the age of 1 5 years - 60 years, 
and some of these members might only be a registered name, 
who is not participating in its actions, but gets his payment 
from it while doing another civil job and being paid (i.e. 
cashing two salaries at the same time) besides other donations 
which the member occasionally takes (like goods, clothes, 
etc.). The obvious reason for this is to satisfy the members of 
the tribe so they will never think of rejoining the Revolution. 
It is the aim of the agent authority to have the largest possible 
number of these people joining the tribal groups, and thus 
ensure the loyalty of the families and relatives of the members. 
The imperialist and reactionary authorities also seqd some 
members on special courses whether military or on intelli- 
gence, and the doors of these groups are kept open for the 
sons of the tribes who either live in the countryside and have 
left the Revolution or who have come back to their country 
after working in the Gulf area. 

There are no conditions to accept a new member into these 
groups, for the main aim is to gather the largest possible 
number of the people of the tribes, and to do this the 
imperialist and reactionary authorities at this stage even ignore 
many doubts that they may have concerning some members 
who might still be related to the Revolution. First they will 
keep them all in a closed circle and will later on dispose of the 
unwanted members. 

How did these groups perform their assignments: 

During the period when these groups were workfng with 
great vitality and activity under the control of the imperialist 
and reactianary authorities, they were directed together with 
the mercenary forces of the agent regime into a confrontation 
with the forces of the Popular Liberation Army and the 
Popular Militia. These groups tried always to prove their 
absolute loyalty to the agent authorities. So during the years 
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1971-1972-1973 they escalated their military operations 
against the Revolution. What helped them in hitting hard at 
the Revolution was that they were a strong armed military 
force, and went undercover as land and road experts thus 
filling the colonial and reactionary authorities with vital 
information concerning the movements of the Revolution and 
this help was furthered} as some members of these groups have 
been previously participants in the Revolution. Besides the 
military operations against the Popular Liberation Army and 
the Popular Militia, these groups have gone further as they 
treated the people who were living in the liberated areas 
(Liberated by the Revolution) in a savage and criminal way. 
They killed their animals, burned pastures and farms, demo- 
lished villages, destroyed water sources and sneaked to the 
houses of those known to favour the Revolution, burning 
them down, and murdering their occupants. Furthermore, 
during one period these groups have been responsible for the 
missions performed by planes and cannons, for it was they 
who gave the signal and, off would immediately go fighting 
planes in their raids bombarding innocent citizens with tons of 
destructive bombs, burning the houses of the people, their 
cattle, farms and water supplies. These groups even boasted of 
all the damage they have caused. 

Inspite of all its criminal practices, the tribal groups did not 
have much luck for they have lost during 1971-1972-1973 
some of their best qualified men, for the forces of the Popular 
Liberation Army and the Popular Militia have made these 
groups suffer some heavy losses, killing a big number of the 
most active members who have been strongly defending the 
enemies; of those we name Salem Mubarak and Ahmad 
Mohammed Kartoub, who were two prominent leaders, and 
also tens of their likes. 

The losses which the groups have suffered, created a tension 
in their internal relationships and highlighted the degree of 
contradiction among them, which eventually led to the dissol- 
ving of some groups and to divisions in others which in the end 
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brought them to direct armed clashes among themselves, and 
this point we will mention later on. 

The relationship between the colonial and reactionary autho- 
rities and these groups: 

The relationship between the colonial and reactionary 
authorities and the groups can be specified by the following 
points: 

1 - The loyalty and faithfulness of the group to the agent 
regime. 

2 - The size of the group and the size of its tribe. 

3 - The degree of influence that this group can exert on 
the members of its tribe especially on those who are with the 
Revolution, and among its people and on those who live in its 
area. 

As it is obvious, the relations between the agent regime and 
the different tribal groups cannot be the same and on equal 
levels. This is because the requirements for stronger relation- 
ships change even within the same group depending on the 
persons themselves, and that explains why the relations 
between the authorities and the groups differ from one to the 
other. These differences strongly show themselves thus cer- 
tainly bringing to the surface acute conflicts between the 
group and the tribe itself, and even among the members of 'the 
same group, and the present contradictions will be furthered by 
two main factors: 

1 - Disagreements on the degree of privileges and the 
quantity of benefits that each group gets from the agent 
regimes; on the intimacy of the authority with this or that group 
and also on the advantages that each member of the qroup 
attains. 

2 - Discovery by a large number of the tribal groups of the 
deception and falsehood of the claims made by the agent 
authority. To prove this idea new contradictions appeared 
among the tribal groups in 1974 and was due to the following: 

1 - Bestowing wider privileges on some groups and not on 



17 



the others; and giving greater advantages to some members of / 
the same group without the others. 

2 — Entry in, Oman of the Jordanian and Iranian forces in 
great numbers, and their participation in fighting the people of 
the area; for these invading forces have directly hurt the 
national feelings of some of the members of these groups, 

3 - The huge human losses which these groups have suf- 
fered and how that influenced their internal unity. 

4 — The crimes committed by the tribal groups against the 
inhabitants of the liberated areas, and the effects these acts 
have produced on a large number of the members of the 
groups who originally come from these damaged areas. 

5 — The wonderful steadfastness and confrontation of the 
Revolution, the forces of the Popular Liberation Army, and 
the Popular Militia, to all the conspiratory schemes of the 
enemy and his military operations. These plans which have put 
a bet on the success of the agent regime in the liquidation of 
the Revolution and on/forcing it to surrender, have failed. And 
since a great number of the members of the tribal groups 
began to retreat and review their previous policy which as we 
said was totally in favour of the agent regime, they started to 
think of ways to get out from the mess into which they have 
got themselves. 

During these developments and events a number of pro- 
blems began to take place between the colonial and reac- 
tionary authorities and the tribal groups of which we state: 

1 - The colonial and reactionary authorities did not put 
much confidence in these groups as was the case in the 
previous years, because these groups were getting weaker and 
had acute conflicts among themselves. 

2 _ The increasing expenditures which the agent authority 
could not spare to pay the groups. 

3 - The agent authorities failed to implement its laws and 
rules on the tribal groups and was afraid that further forcing to 
make them abide by these laws would drive them to desert or 
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that some members might rejoin the Revolution. 

4 — The colonial and. reactionary authorities had increasing 
doubts that there were some members of the Revolution 
working undercover in these groups with the aim of splitting 
them from the inside. 

All these elements began to drive the agent authorities to 
review its policy towards these groups, while on the other 
hand the "different groups began to change their attitude 
towards the regime: 

1 — Some of the tribal groups began to feel that the^ served 
as a riding animal for the reactionary and agent authorities 
throughout the past years. 

2 - Some of these groups noticed that their importance 
and privileges were being decreased by the reactionary and 
agent authorities. 

3 — Some of these groups came to understand that the 
reactionary authorities have pushed them into a lost battle in 
which they have paid a great number of dead members, and 
drove them to inflict damage on their countrymen, in the 
liberated areas, and alf of that was done to serve the interests 
of colonialism, the new invaders and foreign mercenaries. 

4 - Some of these groups, if not all, began to feel that they 
were not as important as before, especially after the interfe- 
rence of Iranian invaders and the forces of agent Hussein and 
that the agent regime had full trust in the Iranians and the 
Jordanians, more than it had in them. 

The disagreements among the tribal groups themselves: 

1 — Strong competition among the tribal groups on which 
one is the most favoured and best preferred by the colonial 
and reactionary authorities, and what will follow this of either 
increase or decrease in privileges and benefits. 

2 - Some groups preferred to avoid the clash with the 
Revolution and did not want to join the Iranian and the 
Jordanian forces in their military campaigns against the libe- 
rated areas, while other groups dashed to help the foreign 



19 



forces in their attacks at the Revolution and the people, and 
the different ways in which the colonial and reactionary 
authorities reacted to each group of these two currents. 

3 — Some groups felt that the other groups were the cause 
of their being deprived of some of the privileges and advanta- 
ges which they used to get from the colonial and reactionary 
authorities in the past. 

All of these elements created a deep cleft in the relation- 
ships among the tribal groups, which in some cases went as far 
as that one group did not help another one when the latter was 
being attacked by the forces of the Popular Liberation Army. 
For example: one group in the Eastern Area is being attacked 
by some forces of the Popular Liberation Army, and the other 
group living near it in the same area does not help it, nor does 
the one close to it in the Central Area confronts the attack. 
Besides this some groups refused to participate in some of the 
military campaigns which were launched by the foreign forces 
together with the forces of the agent regime, for there is a 
clear evidence that some groups did not take part in the 
British-Iranian campaign backed by the agent Sultan on the 
Western Region at the end of December 1974. This refusal 
caused the agent authorities to pay a large sum of money to 
any person no matter to which group he belongs if he would 
join the battle (the value of these payments was about 
£2000 — two thousand sterling pounds — as a gift other than 
the salary). And the clashes among these groups reached the 
point of attacks and raids. In accordance with the policy of 
colonialism, the authorities would further these disagreements 
among the groups in order to ensure their loyalty only to the 
regime. This agent regime would direct its air and land armed 
forces to attack the people of one group to fulfill the wish of 
another one, or would hit with its cannons and heavy machi- 
neguns one special area to please an enemy group; thereby the 
colonial and reactionary forces will always push these tribal 
groups to fight and hate each other. 



Disagreements within the same group. 

The reasons that caused the contradictions within the same 
group to appear are the following: 

1 — The steadfastness of the Revolution and its causing the 
groups to suffer heavy losses. 

2 — The privileges and benefits which some people got and 
not the others. 

3 — The presence of the Iranian and Jordanian forces in the 
area and their participation in the massacre of the population. 

4 - The discovery of the deception and falsehood of the 
claims of the colonial and reactionary authorities by a large 
number of the members of the tribal groups. 

And since, sometime, the conflicts among the people of the 
same group became to grow stronger until they reached the 
point of fighting each other by guns which have caused many 
casualties of dead and wounded as was the case with Al Mahra 
group of the Eastern Region, when one member of this group 
murdered two persons of the same group and then joined the 
Revolution. These three persons belong to the same group, but 
the killer is from one subdivision and'the victims from another 
one, but of the same tribe. Another example is the group 
known as the group of Qabus "The Group of the House of 
Ja'boub", after it had a large number of its members killed in 
its confrontation with the Popular Liberation Army, the 
remaining members began to split and four of them joined the 
Revolution. The problems grew among its members and in 
some of them stirred their national feelings, until in the end 
the groups in the Central Region fought against the Jordanian 
forces which resulted in many armed men from both sides 
killed or wounded. Setting from our analysis of the structure 
and the present condition of these groups we can say that 
there are among them three currents: 

1 - Members who are loyal to the colonial and reactionary 
authorities, to the Iranian invaders and to the reactionary 
Jordanians. 

2 - Members whose only concern is their own advantage 
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wherever this lies. 

3 — Members who began to discover the deception and 
falsehood of the claims of the colonial and reactionary 
authorities and started to feel that that they were wrong as 
their national feelings returned to them. 

The attitude of the agent regime toward the tribal groups: 

The contradiction within the body of the regime are 
continually increasing, so the colonial and reactionary autho- 
rities began the implementation of its policy with these groups 
which is the liquidation of the members who do not show 
them complete loyalty, and this task is done by other 
members of the same group. For example: Ben El Nojeimah, 
who is an agent, killed Ghazi Abdullah who is another agent of 
the regime; this was an indicator of the regime's intention to 
get rid of any member in whom it has some doubts, for the 
authorities took no action against the murderer. He was not 
arrested and is still working in his group El Mahra. Not only 
that, but the mother of Sultan Qabus "Maisoun" pays a fixed 
sum of money every month to the family of the agent Ben 
Nojeimah, Besides these liquidation practices, the authorities 
resort to the arrest of a large number of the members of the 
groups, and also expell some of them outside the country 
under the pretence of sending them on courses of study and 
also send the unwanted members to work in Muscat far from 
the tribes. 

We have talked about some of the conflicts among the 
groups and also within the same group among the groups and 
also within the same group among its different members; we 
also mentioned the ways which the colonial authorities use to 
get rid of the unwanted members of these groups. Now we will 
try to touch on some questions of disagreement between the 
regime and the tribal groups. These points are important for 
our understanding of the reality of these groups and to where 
the events lead them. 

First: The present attitude of the agent regime in Muscat 
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towards these groups and vice versa. We have explained from 
the beginning the reason for the formation of these tribal 
groups, but in the years 1971-1972-1973 a difficult problem 
appeared which can be summed in the following two points: 

1 -The regime in Muscat became unable to liquidate the 
groups even if it wished to, and it could not force them to 
abide by its new laws and rules. 

2 - The tribal groups came to feel their importance because 
of all the privileges bestowed on them by the regime and 
would remain in their present form as tribal groups. 

In 1973, some weaknesses have appeared in the body of the 
tribal groups of which the most prominent were: 

1 - The groups lost some of their most essential and active 
members. 

2 -The role of the groups in military operations has 
shrinked thus weakening the group's influence on the people in 
the liberated areas and also on the fighters in the Revolution. 

3 -The increase in the expenses of these groups which 
have cost the budget of the regime a lot of money. 

These weak points were dangerous enough to threaten the 
existence of these groups, so the British advisor in Salala and 
Muscat had to review the structure of these groups fearing that 
they would break up and some of their members would rejoin 
the Revolution. So the agent regime in order to benefit from 
these groups decided to integrate them with the armed forces 
"the organized official army". It wanted to do so for the' 
following reasons: 

1 - To shift the loyalty of these members from the tribal 
groups to the regime. 

2 - To form the nucleus of a disciplined armed force in the 
region and from among these groups. 

3 - To apply laws and rules which serve the system on the 
members of these groups. 

4 - To brainwash these members while they are in the 
official army in a way that serves the system as they will never 
think of rejoining the Revolution. 



23 



5 — To cut down the heavy and' extraordinary expenses 
that the regime pays these groups out of its own budget, for 
this deficit creates unfavourable reactions towards the regime 
whether in the region or in the whole of Oman. 

The attitude of the tribal groups towards this decision: 

Since the regime made the decision of integrating the tribal 
groups with the official armed forces, these groups came to 
realize that the gains they have made and the privileges which 
they were still enjoying were on their way to disappear, and 
also that the authority which they enjoyed within the system 
as an influential force in the confrontation with the Revolu-* 
tion is being threatened. And it was then that these groups 
realized that their interests were at stake and thus had to 
refuse the decision with courage and rigidity, and that had to 
be done by not only one or two groups, but all of them stood 
together putting a pressure on the regime so that it would 
withdraw its decision, thus serving their interests. The groups 
actually expressed their dissatisfaction with the decision and 
declared their objection and rejection of it, and by doing this f 
they placed the agent regime in a delicate position with one of 
two choices to make: 

1 — Either accept the status quo of the groups with all their 
faults, while they maintain their loyalty to the regime. 

2 — Or accept the dispersal of the groups and thus their 
disintegration which might, as a reaction, push many of their 
members to rejoin the Revolution. . 

The reaction of the agent regime towards the attitude of 
these groups: 

The agent regime 
disintegration of these 
the countryside of the 
other areas of Oman, 
choice for fear of the 
tribal groups made a 



well understands the results of the 
groups on a popular level, whether in 
region or in its cities or even in the 
For this reason the regime made the 
outcome of the secondhand thus the 
big success over the agent regime in 
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Muscat as it forced on it its own conditions and laws. From 
that moment things began to get worse between tbejagent 
regime and the tribal groups and the confidence between them 
began to shake. The agent regime under the prevailing circums- 
tances of 1973-1974 neither could, and it would not have 
done it any good to liquidate the groups which then were a big 
financial burden on the regime's budget, nor could the groups 
find another generous source of money and benefits except in 
the regime of Muscat, so both parties had to continue their 
co-operation. The groups however, had a definite feeling that 
the regime was waiting for the right opportunity when it could 
put more rules into exercise which would restrict the liberty 
and cut down the payments of these groups, for the money 
donated to them have in the regime's view hindered its plans 
and programmes. 

The future of these groups: 

The decision of the agent authority to transform the tribal 
groups into a part of the organized official army was consi- 
dered as the beginning of the end of these groups, And though 
the decision did not materialize at that time due to the 
opposition of the groups to it, as it will endanger their 
interests and benefits, yet the decision in itself represented a 
specific political orientation taken by the regime towards these 
groups. 

The remainder of the groups in their present form and in 
the way they were treated plus the privileges they enjoyed was 
a matter contradicting the authority of the government which 
wanted to spread and practice its power on every part of the 
country. As known, it is very difficult for two contradicting 
authorities in the same area to co-exist at the same time, 
however, when we say contradicting, we do not mean that the 
two authorities — the government and the groups - and also 
the tribes - have reached the point of armed confrontation, 
for each power still needed the other. But it remains a matter 
of extreme importance to the regime and to the interests of 



25 



the imperialist and reactionary forces, that the authority of 
the one central government has the upper command on all the 
members of the society, thus they all carry out its orders, and 
move according to its wish as it serves both its own interests j 
and those of its masters the imperialists. Since the agent 
regime seized power in Muscat on 23rd July 1970, it has 
always used a lethal weapon in confronting any other tribal 
form that puts itself in the place of the government or occupy 
a prominent position which allows it to put forth its condi- 
tions to the government. This weapon was represented in the 
large number of economic changes carried out by the agent 
regime, and these changes according to the laws of historic 
evolution are like a powerful tide whose flow is not hindered 
by any authoritative tribal form, and thus the economic 
changes witnessed by the area were the last fatal blow to the 
ambitions of these groups. The tribal groups were ignorant of 
the laws of economic evolution and their great influence on 
the whole of the class and social structure of the society, and 
that was the major reason why the groups could not feel the 
dangers. of its main enemy which were growing amid their 
members and continually operating in a highly organized way 
non-stop until the moment comes when the groups see 
themselves a bunch of members dispersed here and there in the 
different institutions of the government and society before 
being aware of it. 

Inspite of all this, the imperialist and reactionary policy in 
the area does not intend to uproot the tribal groups comple- 
tely and remove all traces of tribal remnants and effects, 
though a big part of this goal and according to the programme 
set by imperialism and the agent regime is moving against the 
wHI of the agent regime and it cannot put strong brakes to 
stop these changes from influencing the tribal structure of the 
society. But the new imperialism and their agent regime tried 
to introduce economic and political programmes that will 
achieve two main objectives: 

1 — The reaffirmation of the authority of the government 
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and the disposal of any other authority* 

2 — The maintenance of tribal bonds in a way that serves 
the authority and programmes of the government. 

And in order to accomplish these two policies the following 
was imperative: 

1 - Dispose of the present status of the tribal groups and 
thus destroy any ambitions or illusion they might have in 
becoming a political authority which could put forth its 
conditions and rights or impose the majority of them on the 
central government. 

2 - Transform these groups into a new organized oppressing 
force which would have served the government's interests and 
also those of its imperialist masters. It was also necessary to 
clear the body of these groups from all impurities and cut 
down all their heavy expenses which harm the policy and 
programmes of the government. 

Setting from its new schemes of the regional ization of the 
war in Oman, the imperialist and reactionary policy will resort 
to the creation of a local oppressing force cleverly organized 
and fully equipped with modern weapons and skills to coun- 
teract any dangers imperialism might come to face in this area, 
especially the threat of the armed Revolution and the national 
movement all over the country. So as we see the decision of 
the agent regime to dispose of the tribal groups and replace 
them by another organized military form "a local organized 
oppressing force" comes as a result of this understanding of 
the direct and big dangers which the economic changes will 
bring to the tribal groups. So imperialism in order not to lose 
the possibility of benefiting from the present tribal structure 
and from these groups, and in order not to leave them to the 
economic and political changes to shape their fate, because if 
it leaves them the inevitable end will be the disintegration of 
these groups and the dispersal of their members within the 
body of the society and its different systems and institutions. 
For this reason the colonial and reactionary policy works hard 
to prevent the coming of this end which will cost it the loss of 
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the essential method of protecting its new policy which is the 
"building of an organized local oppressing force" asa way of 
oppression of the armed revolution and the national move- 
ment and in order to serve the interests of imperialism and its 
local agents. 

The expected future of these groups: 

1 — Cutting down on payments and privileges which these 
groups enjoy. 

2 — Disposal of the services of the old members. 

3 — Creation of a nucleus of an organized military force "in 
accordance with the rules of the official organized army" from 
among the young elements that can join the force. 

4 — Gathering young elements capable to join the organized 
military nucleus and enroll them in military organized forms 
according to the divisions of the official army (regiment, 
division and the like). 

5 — Choosing some members from these groups to join the 
intelligence system and send them on missions related to this 
field. 

6 — Liquidating the elements whom they do not trust 
either by killing them "hit by a car" or "death by natural 
causes" or put them in prison for any reason the agent 
authorities invent, or by brainwashing some of them (sending 
them to attend courses outside the country, giving them jobs 
in its embassies in foreign countries, or assigning to them other 
missions which put them under strict control of the regime). 

7 — Putting and practicing an ideological and military pro- 
gramme for this military force so as to serve the regime and 
the Sultan, thus they will be kept in the habit of absolute 
submission with unlimited loyalty to the Sultan. 

And for the implementation of this imperialist and reac- 
tionary policy on the tribal groups, imperialism will apply the 
Jordanian experiment and experience which has already suc- 
ceeded with the tribes of Jordan of which the armed forces are 
constituted, and who are completely and blindly loyal to the 
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king. 

There is no doubt that imperialism and its agent regime in 
Muscat are working very hard and with great care to transform 
these groups into persons filled with hatred for the national 
movement, the armed Revolution and for any real future for 
the good of the people and the country. The setting and 
atmosphere are now suitable in Oman to ensure the success of 
the policy of imperialism and its agents, unless the armed 
Revolution and the national movement in this area move as 
fast as possible to put forth policies and programmes to 
counteract not only this special policy related to the tribal 
groups, but to the whole of the policies and programmes of 
the enemy. 

So these groups which once fought against the agent regime 
in Muscat and its imperialist masters, and also against its 
reactionary enemies, will in the future become the force that 
will most hate and be hostile to the armed Revolution and to 
the whole of the national movement, and furthermore it 
will oppose everything national standing in protest against the 
agent regime in Muscat. 
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THIS BOOK 

The coming of Qabus to power in 1970 was a clear 
indicator that imperialism has decided to change all its 
previous methods in Oman. The formation of the tribal 
groups was one of these methods used in order to 
transform the national war into a civil one, dividing the 
people, thus causing the sons of the same country to 
fight each other. In this way, imperialism would achieve 
its goals with the minimum of costs. 

This booklet examines the development of these: 
tribal groups, the stages in which they have passed, and; 
their structures, and also studies the correct attitude to 
be used towards them. The contents of this book have; 
been published previously in series in the newspaper | 
"The Voice of the Revolution" which is the information! 
bulletin of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Oman, and because of the importance of this subject, 
this booklet has been issued. 
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